
Fill in the blanks with: a, an, or the.
1. He bought ___ umbrella because it looked like ___ only one that was left in the shop.
2. My sister wants to become ___ engineer when she grows up.
3. Can you pass me ___ salt kept on ___ dining table?
4. Kolkata is ___ city known for its rich culture and ___ famous Howrah Bridge.
5. She is reading ___ interesting book about ___ history of astronomy.
6. Rohan adopted ___ puppy and ___ puppy has already become ___ favourite of the family.
7. ___ Earth moves around ___ Sun once in a year.
8. After walking for an hour, they found ___ place to rest near ___ river.
9. He met ___ European artist who painted ___ portrait of him.
10. ___ Himalayas are considered ___ youngest mountain ranges in the world.
11. She wrote ___ essay on ___ importance of renewable energy.
12. This is ___ honest attempt to solve ___ problem that affects everyone.
13. They saw ___ elephant standing under ___ large tree in the forest.
14. ___ teacher asked the class to bring ___ atlas for tomorrow’s geography lesson.
15. I had never visited ___ zoo until last summer, but it was ___ unforgettable experience.





ANSWER KEY : 

1. He bought an umbrella because it looked like the only one that was left in the shop.

an – before a vowel sound (umbrella).
the – refers to a specific “only one.”

2. My sister wants to become an engineer when she grows up.
an – before vowels/vowel sounds (engineer).
3. Can you pass me the salt kept on the dining table?

the – specific salt and specific dining table.

4. Kolkata is a city known for its rich culture and the famous Howrah Bridge.

a– any one city; general category.
the – Howrah Bridge is unique/specific.

5. She is reading an interesting book about the history of astronomy.

an – before vowel sound (interesting).
the – refers to a particular branch of study (“the history of…”).

6. Rohan adopted a puppy and the puppy has already become the favourite of the family.

First mention → a
 Next mention → specific puppy → the
the favourite – one specific favourite.

7. The Earth moves around the Sun once in a year.

· Planets, celestial bodies → the Earth, the Sun.

8. After walking for an hour, they found a place to rest near a river.

· Both are non-specific → a place, a river.
9. He met a European artist who painted a portrait of him.

a – “European” starts with /y/ sound, so not “an”.
a portrait – not specific.

10.The Himalayas are considered the youngest mountain ranges in the world.

 Mountain ranges take -> the.
 Superlative idea → the youngest.

11.  She wrote an essay on the importance of renewable energy.

an – before vowel sound (essay).
the importance – specific known concept.

12 This is an honest attempt to solve a problem that affects everyone.

an – before vowel sound honest .
a – any one problem (not specific).

13. They saw an elephant standing under a large tree in the forest.

an elephant – vowel sound.
a large tree – not specific.

14. The teacher asked the class to bring an atlas for tomorrow’s geography lesson.

The teacher – specific known teacher.
an atlas – vowel sound.

15. I had never visited a zoo until last summer, but it was an unforgettable experience.

a zoo – first mention, consonant sound.
an unforgettable – vowel sound un.



